| know I’'m Supposed To Obey My Government...
But How Can I, When | Believe Their Policies
And Actions Are Wrong?

The following are guidelines. As with all scripture, it is subject to interpretation in its application. Not everyone will agree
this is the best response to objectionable government actions. Each case and each person, needs to be guided by

1 Corinthians 2:16, where-in Paul says, “We have the mind of Christ" meaning all believers share the perspective of
Christ and we can trust that through prayer and aided by the H.S. He will bring clarity to complex cultural issues.

(Primary Passage: Romans 13:1-7) To read this passage in full scroll to the end of this paper

e Contextualize the passage: Paul wrote to believers living under Rome’s harsh
rule. But neither this passage nor these guidelines are a blanket endorsement
of every government or its actions. When government commands oppose
God'’s, obedience to God comes first. Believers are called to live peacefully and
be good citizens-but in extreme cases, resistance, disobedience, or fleeing
tranny may be necessary.

e Understand the Biblical purpose of Government: Paul describes the ideal
function of government as serving God’s purpose of maintaining order and
justice. When a government abandons this role, not operating according to
God'’s design, the expectation to submit still remains intact.

e Acknowledge God’s ultimate authority: Recognize that earthly authorities are
established by God, and submitting to them is a way of submitting to Christ’s
authority. This principle holds even when the rulers themselves are corrupt.

e Pray for leaders: As Romans 13 and 1 Timothy 2:1-3 both teach, Christians are
also called to pray for those in authority, regardless of their character.

e Prioritize obedience to God: The call to obey government is always secondary
to obeying God’s law. Examples would include disobeying laws that required
abortion to control population quotas or making it illegal, with severe
consequences for believers to gather for worship or prayer.

e Apply the principle above through wise action: While Christians are called to
be obedient, their actions must be guided by God’s justice and love. This can
involve peaceful protest or taking action in the political process, such as
speaking out, supporting and voting for leaders who have a Biblical worldview.




e Trustin God’s ultimate judgment: The ultimate judge is God. While Christians
may be called to appropriately resist corrupt authorities, the responsibility for
judging them and repaying their corruption lies with God, not believers.

Respect for Authority

Romans 13:1-7 New Living Translation

'Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God,
and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. 2So anyone who
rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be
punished. *For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in
those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do
what is right, and they will honor you. “The authorities are God’s servants, sent for
your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the
power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing
those who do what is wrong. °So you must submit to them, not only to avoid
punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience.

®Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers need to be
paid. They are serving God in what they do.’ Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay
your taxes and government fees to those who collect them and give respect and
honor to those who are in authority.

1 Timothy 2:1-4 New Living Translation

'l urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede
on their behalf and give thanks for them. ?Pray this way for kings and all who are
in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness
and dignity. °This is good and pleases God our Savior, “who wants everyone to
be saved and to understand the truth.




